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Gov. Andrew Cuomo wouldn’t take a position what date the state’s primary should fall, but said the short elections season is a potentially “unhealthy” development for democracy.

Cuomo said he had not had any discussions with the Legislature after a federal judge moved the Congressional primary date to June 26. The state’s primary is still Sept. 11 and the presidential GOP primary is on April 24.

“I have not had any conversations beyond what I’ve read,” the governor said at gaggle following his speech to the New York State Association of Counties. “Obviously this is less than an ideal situation for the state.”

Asked if he thought June 26 should be the date for the Congressional and state elections, he demurred.

“I don’t know what the date is, but I don’t think three primaries helps anyone,” he said.

Senate Republicans continue to insist on an August date, saying that the June primary injects too much chaos into the end of the legislative session. The Assembly wants a June primary, arguing that too many people are out of town in August.

The deadlock could lead to the three primary scenario, a costly option for local governments.

“I don’t think the taxpayers want to pay for three elections,” Cuomo said.

Meanwhile, lawmakers are yet to complete the redistricting process for state lines. Congressional districts are yet to be drawn.

The governor said that with the new primary date, plus the uncertainty over redistricting, has helped incumbents at the expense of potential challengers.

“That is another problem, which is compounding this problem which is the deadline when the judge moved the election up to June, you now have a very short window for the election. And if you’re interested in democracy, short election periods are highly problematic because they favor the incumbent. It’s such a short period of time, the challenger doesn’t have the money, can’t raise resources in a short campaign.”

He added: “That’s also I think really unhealthy for the body politic and for the election process.”
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